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GEORGIA MUSIC HALL OF FAME
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

CONTACT:  Katie Roberts   kroberts@georgia.org   478-751-3334
Macon Music & Heritage Festival Joins Georgia Music Week Lineup
(Macon, Ga.) In a move that makes September an even more jam-packed month in the city of Macon, the Georgia Music Hall of Fame announces that the Macon Music and Heritage Festival will be held Sept. 15-17, during Georgia Music Week. The festival joins a week of Hall of Fame activities, including the Brown Bag Boogie Luncheon Concert Series Mon. Sept. 11 – Fri. Sept. 15 at the museum, and the 28th Annual Georgia Music Hall of Fame Awards Banquet on Sat. Sept. 16 at the Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta. The Friday night Macon Music & Heritage Festival concert, featuring Sam Moore, Sleepy Brown and the Capricorn Rhythm Section, essentially replaces the Jammin’ in the Street concert, held on the Friday of Georgia Music Week for the past seven years.
 “The concept of a festival celebrating Macon’s music heritage is a great one; research over the years has proven that people equate Macon with music,” says Mayor C. Jack Ellis, a ex-officio board member of Macon Productions, Inc., the non-profit that produces the Macon Music and Heritage Festival. “All of the local cultural attractions and festivals have limited resources, so when we can bring two events like this together and consolidate our efforts, we strengthen what we offer for the community and for visitors to our city.”
Lisa Love, director of the Georgia Music Hall of Fame, says, “Macon has so much potential to build September into a banner month for music events. The Macon Symphony Orchestra opens its season annually in September and Bragg Jam has moved to the last weekend of the month, so tagging the Macon Music & Heritage Festival events onto Georgia Music Week is a bold move towards continuing to develop music tourism product here. Add to that equation established events like the Ocmulgee Indian Celebration, the Georgia State Fair and Taste of Downtown, and September really does rock in Macon.”
Love adds, “I am so excited about the Friday night lineup because of the real connections to Macon’s musical past. Sam Moore was part of Phil Walden Artists and Promotions in the late ‘60s, as one half of Sam and Dave; Moore is bringing Bekka Bramlett to sing with him, and she is, of course, the daughter of Bonnie Bramlett, who recorded for Capricorn. The historic Capricorn Rhythm Section will be there. Sleepy Brown was just lauded in Time magazine last week for his new album, which is a throwback to old school soul music… and that’s something Macon, Ga., knows a lot about. This really will be a concert for all ages and all tastes.”
Chuck Howard, chair of Macon Productions, Inc., says, “I think this partnership with the Georgia Music Hall of Fame will definitely take the Macon Music & Heritage Festival to a new level. We want to help Georgia Music Week grow, and we are grateful to have the Hall of Fame support us.”
---more---
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MACON MUSIC & HERITAGE FESTIVAL 2006 
Fri., Sept. 15, 2006
Cherry Street Plaza in front of Terminal Station

6:30 p.m.   FREE
SAM MOORE WITH BEKKA BRAMLETT
Sam Moore, the Grammy-winning artist best known for his work with the legendary soul duo Sam and Dave, has a brand new album out on Rhino Records this month. Overnight Senational, produced by musician, record executive and American Idol judge, Randy Jackson, features more than 20 artists collaborating with Moore including Bruce Springsteen, Jon Bon Jovi, Travis Tritt, Sting, Vince Gill, Eric Clapton, Billy Gibbons and Wynonna. The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame inductee has appeared in major motion pictures including Tapeheads and Blues Brothers 2000 and has earned two Country Music Association Award nominations and a platinum record for his 1994 duet with Conway Twitty on “Rainy Night in Georgia.” Moore’s hits with Sam and Dave included “Soul Man,” “Hold On, I’m Coming” and “When Something Is Wrong with My Baby.”
Bekka Bramlett, the daughter of the ‘70s singing duo Delaney and Bonnie Bramlett, has been making music since she was a kid. The singer/songwriter replaced Fleetwood Mac’s lead singer, Stevie Nicks, from 1993 to 1997 and has played with Mick Fleetwood’s band, The Zoo. Bramlett has collaborated with artists including Vince Gill and Joe Cocker and starred on Broadway in Ain’t Nothing But the Blues.
CAPRICORN RHYTHM SECTION

The Capricorn Rhythm Section originally began as a group of in-house studio musicians for Capricorn Records in the ‘70s. Reformed and revamped, the current Capricorn Rhythm Section is comprised of the early studio players who became producers and major players in the music industry. CRS includes performer and producer Paul Hornsby, Bill Stewart, Scott Boyer and Tommy Talton of the 1970’s group Cowboy, and producer Johnny Sandlin. Between them, the Capricorn Rhythm Section has produced and played with big industry names like Percy Sledge, Billy Joe Shaver, the Marshall Tucker Band, Charlie Daniels, Elvin Bishop, Wet Willie and the Allman Brothers Band. 

PURPLE RIBBON ENTERTAINMENT’S SLEEPY BROWN, SCAR & JANELLE MONAE
Patrick “Sleepy” Brown has been a force in the Southern hip-hop community for over a decade as one-third of the Atlanta production team Organized Noise, whose works include TLC’s “Waterfalls.” He is also the smooth voice behind the recognizable chorus of OutKast’s hit, “The Way You Move.” This Grammy-winning singer/producer is often referred to as “OutKast’s third member.” October 2006 marks the release of his solo album, Mr. Brown. The album’s first single, “Margarita,” is sophisticated, sexy, smooth and soulful. Time magazine touts the new release as having “lots of humor and a refreshingly non-exploitative view of woman.” Many other reviews are drawing comparisons between Sleepy and ‘70s soul icons like Marvin Gaye and Al Green. 

Joining Sleepy Brown will be Purple Ribbon Entertainment’s Scar and Janelle Monae. Born in Mississippi and raised in London, Scar pulls his inspiration from his life experiences as an Army brat and from musical heroes like Elton John, Stevie Wonder, Jodeci and Sam Cooke. Janelle Monae attended the American Musical and Dramatics Academy in New York after finishing high school in her native Kansas. She soon changed her direction, setting her sites on Atlanta to further pursue her musical dreams. Purple Ribbon label founder and OutKast member, Big Boi, signed Monae to his label and she appears on tracks with OutKast on the upcoming release, Idlewild. 
---more---
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Sat., Sept. 16
Youth Appreciation and Back to School Party

Terminal Station Parking Lot

6 – 9 p.m.   FREE

The Youth Appreciation and Back to School Party features entertainment from BHI, Suga Suga and WIBB’s DJ Silk. BHI’s current single, “Do It, Do It,” featuring Lil Jon and KRab, is a radio and club favorite. Although Atlanta rapper Suga Suga, who has co-signed with Grammy-nominated producer DJ Toomp (T.I., Ludacris), mixes throwback funk with present day crunk, he lets it be know that managed an above average GPA while juggling basketball practice during his high school days, prefers to listen before speaking and has a deep appreciation and respect for family. 

Sun. Sept. 17
Sacred Hour

Douglass Theatre

3 p.m.   FREE
Experience an afternoon of praise and worship at the historic Douglass Theatre with the Martha Bowman Praise Team, the First Baptist Choir, the Beulahland Mass Choir, New Fellowship Baptist Choir and the Southwest Philharmonic Society.
Sun. Sept. 17

Rhythm & Jazz on the Dock

Gateway Park

5 – 9 p.m.   FREE

The weekend of music ends at Macon’s Gateway Park with Rhythm and Jazz on the Dock. Several groups will performing, including the Freddy Cole Quartet and the Southern Arts Music Ensemble. People magazine notes Cole’s “gorgeous, autumnal baritone, expressive phrasing and pitch-perfect feel for jazz standards, pop tunes and love ballads.” The younger brother of Nat King Cole is an internationally recognized artist whom the New York Times says “is the most maturely expressive jazz singer of his generation, if not the best alive.”
For more information on Georgia Music Week events, contact Katie Roberts at the Georgia Music Hall of Fame: (478) 751-3334 or e-mail: kroberts@georgia.org.

The Georgia Music Hall of Fame is a division of the Georgia Department of Economic Development (GDEcD). GDEcD is the state’s sales and marketing arm the lead agency for attracting new business investment, encouraging the expansion of existing industry and small businesses, locating new markets for Georgia products, attracting tourists to Georgia, and promoting the state as a location for film, video and music projects, as well as planning and mobilizing state resources for economic development. For more information, visit www.georgia.org.
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