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GEORGIA MUSIC HALL OF FAME 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

CONTACT: Katie Roberts
478-751-3334 or kroberts@georgia.org

Georgia Music Hall of Fame Hosts Annual Luncheon Concerts
Georgia Music Week Begins with Brown Bag Boogie
(Macon, Ga.) The Georgia Music Hall of Fame in Macon announces the line-up for its 9th annual Brown Bag Boogie luncheon concert series, to be held Sept. 11 – 15. The concerts are a feature of Georgia Music Week, a series of events celebrating the state’s rich musical heritage and culminating with the 28th Annual Georgia Music Hall of Fame Awards ceremony on Sat., Sept. 16, at the Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta.

The free Brown Bag Boogie concerts take place daily at noon in the Georgia Music Hall of Fame parking lot. Tables and chairs are provided underneath a large tent; patrons can bring their lunches or purchase one from vendors on site. Concerts last one hour. 

BROWN BAG BOOGIE LUNCHEON CONCERT SERIES

Mon. Sept. 11 – Fri. Sept. 15, Noon Daily

Monday, Sept. 11: Shawn Mullins and Clay Cook
Singer/songwriter Shawn Mullins’ latest single, “Beautiful Wreck,” from the album, 9th Ward Pickin’ Parlor (Vanguard Records), hit the #1 spot in AAA radio airplay in June and is still holding strong in the Top 20. Mullins, best known for his 1998 hit, “Lullaby,” is joined by Atlanta producer, songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Clay Cook. Cook, who has collaborated and performed with Sugarland, John Mayer and the Marshall Tucker Band, currently plays in Atlanta rock band Y-O-U and leads Clay Cook & the Torches.
Tuesday, Sept. 12: Zac Brown Band 
Cumming, Ga., native Zac Brown has incorporated his love for fried chicken, blue jeans and the outdoors into his music. With a rabid following, the self-described country, bluegrass and rock fusion group plays over 250 gigs per year. When not touring, Brown lives on a farm in Union Point, throws hand axes, breeds dogs, builds tree houses and is filming a food themed television pilot. 
Wednesday, Sept. 13: Julie Dexter
Influenced by legends like Billie Holiday, Nancy Wilson and Sade, this internationally recognized and award-winning singer/songwriter draws from jazz, bossa nova, reggae and soul roots. Born in England to Jamaican parents, Dexter makes her home in Atlanta. In recommending her latest album, Conscious, SoulTracks.com calls Dexter “one of the most important and interesting young artists in Soul music.”
Thursday, Sept. 14: Cigar Store Indians 
The Cigar Store Indians have been inspiring audiences to shake it on the dance floor since their early gigs at barbeque shacks in Crabapple, Ga. The Detroit News says, “You can’t hear the Cigar Store Indians and not want to dance,” and the Chicago Sun-Times says, “The quartet’s live shows tear up the stage with high speed, foot tappin’ tunes.”
Friday, Sept. 15: Sweet Betty, Tommy Brown and the Breeze Kings 
Raised on down home gospel and blues in Duluth, Ga., vocalist Sweet Betty performed with saxophonist Grady “Fats” Jackson for many years.  Her album, Live and Let Live, is featured on MusicMaker Records. Musical pioneer Tommy Brown, who had a #1 R&B hit with “Weepin’ and Cryin,’” has been recording for over 55 years with labels including Savoy, King and Imperial. Sweet Betty and Tommy Brown will be joined by the Breeze Kings, named Atlanta’s Best Blues Band five times by Creative Loafing.

28th ANNUAL GEORGIA MUSIC HALL OF FAME AWARDS BANQUET
Sat, Sept.16, 2006, Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta
The 28th Annual Georgia Music Hall of Fame Awards Banquet, to be held Sat., Sept. 16 in the Thomas B. Murphy Ballroom of the Georgia World Congress Center in Atlanta, will recognize five artists who have made significant contributions to Georgia’s music industry. The 2006 inductees and categories include: Gregg Allman (Performer); Dallas Austin (Non-Performer); R.E.M. (Group); Jermaine Dupri (Songwriter); and Felice Bryant (Posthumous). The awards ceremony will be broadcast live at 8:00 p.m. on Georgia Public Television. The banquet is held each year by the Friends of Georgia Music Festival, Inc., and the Senate Music Industry Committee. For ticket information and reservations, contact the Friends of Georgia Music Festival, Inc. at 770-934-0906.

Upcoming events for Fall 2006 through Spring 2007:

The Heeey Baby Days of Beach Music Exhibit

Sept. 10, 2006 - March 31, 2007

Opening Reception and Book Signing: Friday, Oct. 6, 7 p.m.

In the ‘60s, scores of bands sprung up all over the Southeast, each imitating the big, highly danceable sounds of Motown, Atlantic and Chess Records. In his newly published anthology, The Heeey Baby Days of Beach Music, Atlanta author Greg Haynes documents the stories of these party bands. The Hall of Fame exhibit highlights key bands and promoters from Georgia, including The Tams, the Swingin’ Medallions, the Blue Notes and more.  The book and accompanying CDs will be available for purchase in the museum’s Music Store.

Collectors Day
Saturday, Nov.4, 2006, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Join the Georgia Music Hall of Fame on Sat., Nov. 4, for Collector’s Day. Show off your collection of music memorabilia, vinyl, instruments, and other music related items. Buy, sell, trade or simply display. Tables provided to participating vendors for $25. Vendor applications available at the Georgia Music Hall of Fame or call Katie Roberts at 478-751-3073 for info. Adult admission to the museum includes Collector’s Day event for only $4 (half off the regular admission price).

Buddy Greene’s Annual Homecoming Concert

Dec. 8, 2006, 8 p.m., Douglass Theatre

Singer, songwriter and Macon native Buddy Greene returns home from Nashville to perform holiday music fit for the whole family. Expect to hear “Mary, Did You Know,” which Greene penned with fellow gospel artist Mark Lowry. Tickets benefit the Georgia Music Hall of Fame Foundation and are available in advance at $20 for members, $25 for general public and $10 for children 12 and under.  The show sells out annually; advance tickets are available by visiting the Georgia Music Hall of Fame Music Store or calling (478) 751-3334.

Peanut Butter and Jelly Jam

February 12-16, 2007, Noon
Celebrate African American culture, history and music with the 8th Annual Peanut Butter and Jelly Jam. The popular luncheon concert series is held daily at noon, Mon., Feb. 12 – Fri., Feb. 16 in the 3rd Floor Macon Room. Patrons are encouraged to bring their lunches to enjoy during the show. Admission is one canned good to benefit the Middle Ga. Community Food Bank.
Live at Five

April 3, 10, 17 & 24; May 1 & 8

The signature happy hour concert series featuring Georgia musicians from around the state is held in the intimate atmosphere of the museum’s main exhibit hall. Patrons enjoy live music in a smoke-free environment, $3 for members, $5 for general public and special rates for children. Cox Communications tapes the performances for broadcast. 

The Georgia Music Hall of Fame is located at 200 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. in Macon and is open 9 – 5 Monday through Saturday and 1 – 5 on Sundays. Admission is $8 for adults, $6 for seniors and students with ID, $3.50 for ages 4-16 and free for children under four. For more information, call 888-GA-ROCKS, (478) 751-3334 or visit www.gamusichall.com.
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